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the system. The movement in favour of a free
Greece was strongly supported in Moldavia by
Alexander Ypsilanti, son of a former governor of
Wallachia, who set up the standard of revolt at Jassy,
and was followed by the reigning Hospodar of Mol-
davia, Michael Soutzo. But the Roumanians had
no desire to throw off the Turkish yoke merely to
strengthen the influence of the Greeks, whose op-
pression they had borne so impatiently for more
than a century. They refused to take up arms for
the Greek cause, more particularly as they saw that
Russia was indisposed to assist it openly. They
knew that, if it proved successful, they would not
be benefited, while, if it were unsuccessful and they
were found to have assisted it, the Turks would take
a terrible revenge upon them. In Wallachia, a re-
volution broke out under the leadership of Toudor
Vladimirescou, a noble of popular sympathies, whose
primary object was to deliver the peasants from the
grinding tyranny of the aristocracy, but whose efforts
were ultimately directed against the Greeks. Thus the
whole Roumanian people was in a ferment; while one
principality was agitated by the rising of Ypsilanti
on behalf of Greece, the other was stirred to its
foundations by the bold attacks of Vladimirescou
against Greek supremacy. A collision between the
two revolutionary leaders was inevitable. Ypsilanti,
to rid himself of so dangerous a rival, ordered -one
of his underlings to seize the nationalist chief and
bring him before him. A mock trial followed, and
the brave Roumanian was murdered by Ypsilantfs
cut-throats. The national movement subsided",, and